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station, so that everyone knows exactly where to go for
what he wants.

The females of the higher order are entirely secluded,
take no part in domestic arrangements, nor ever mix in
society, or are even seen except by their nearest relations,
living in indolence and luxury, whilst the poor women
in humble life are made to execute the most laborious
and menial services of the house or sampan. These are
frequently seen tugging at an oar, having one infant re-
ceiving its nourishment at the breast and another slung
behind her. Each child has a vegetable substance, some-
what resembling a gourd or pumpkin, fastened to its back,
which, being of a buoya-nt nature, if the infant falls over-
board floats it until picked up by its parents or any other
sampan that happens to bo near. The plant that thus
floats the child, has the number and station of the sampan
to which it belongs cut in Chinese characters upon it, by
which the child is at once ascertained., otherwise in such a
multitude of boats great confusion would arise. It scarcely
ever happens that any one is drowned. The \vomen who
are not doomed to slave for broad, have iu early infancy
shoes of iron, or some equally hard substance, put upon
their feet, which confine them so closofy as to prevent the
growth. The pain consequent of so Nt.ra.ngo a custom must
be dreadful, yet custom that operai.es alike in all countries
and upon all persons enables thorn to endure it. They ate
of course cripples, and can scarce walk. The men are vain,
and anxious to show that they are not obliged to labour
for a livelihood. Thus an artist, that is, a painter, a person
who writes, and many other lines, lets the nail on the
little finger of his loft, hand grow to an enormous length,
thereby making it kuovnt that ho is not a common handi-
craft fellow ! To preserve this Jong nail from being broke
when asleep, they every ui^ht lix over it and the linger a
thin case oil wood or metal.

About half a milo above the City suburbs, in going from
Whampoa, is a wharf, or eiiiluinkiiienl, regularly built of
brick and mortar, extending more than half a mile* iu length.